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Driving licences in the UK are granted by the DVLA; the laws governing them come from Europe.  On the 19th January 
2013 the third European Directive on driving licences (EU3D) (2006/126/EC) will take a�ect.  As a result UK driving 
licences are changing. 

The aim of the changes is to introduce a consistent licence type across Europe.  This will make the process of 
employing drivers from di�erent European countries easier and help reduce fraud.  

The changes will apply when a new or replacement licence is issued after the 19th January 2013.  How soon you see a 
new licence will vary as there is no schedule to remove the old licences from circulation.  If you check licences manually 
to meet your duty of care, multiple licences could cause some confusion for a while yet.  

This document will summarise the changes that apply to bus and lorry licences (LGV & PCV).  The aim of the document 
is to help employers understand the changes and update their processes accordingly.  If you also employ people who 
drive cars, mopeds of motorcycles you should read our other document Driving licence changes for car drivers 
available from:  www.advancedcheck.co.uk/2013/01/driving-licence-changes-19th-january-2013

Driving licence changes to bus & lorry licences (LGV & PCV) 
- Issued January 2013

For further information on AdvancedCheck solutions…

Driving Licence Card

After 19th January 2013 all new and replacement licences issued across 
Europe will be in the same format.  It will show all available categories 
with a date to show validity as opposed to the current UK Licence which 
shows only licensed categories. 

.

New and old style licences will 
continue for some time so it is 
important to understand the 
di�erences



This driver is entitled to drive categories 

AM, A, B1, B, C & CE.  As a licence holder of 

category A, B and C this driver can also 

drive the smaller vehicles in each category 

AM, A1, A2, C1 even though there is no 

date shown.

The new licence format

The licence period is shown on the front (4a & 4b).
Categories continue to be shown on the front of the licence (9) 
but the validity period of each category is shown on the back.
All Categories are listed on the back of the licence.  Those that 
the driver is entitled to drive include a start and end date (9, 10 & 
11).  The driver is not entitled to drive those with a line in the box 
unless they are entitled to drive larger vehicles in the category.  
For an explanation see our example.. 

Validity Period 

Drivers will keep the entitlements they had when they passed their driving test and the types of vehicles that 

applied to those entitlements at that time.  

Licences for medium and large lorries, minibuses, buses and coaches will be valid for 5 years until the driver 

reaches 45.  At each renewal the driver must sign a self-declaration of �tness to drive. After the age of 45 the 

driver will need a medical examination at each renewal of the driving licence (as now) and will need to supply a 

new photograph every other renewal (10 years).

If you employ younger drivers you should familiarise yourself with the Driver CPC training Directive 

(2003/59/EC) which allows some vehicles to be driven at at a younger age.

Driving Licence Card

After 19th January 2013 all new and replacement licences issued across 
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Age Restrictions



Categories  
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The category descriptions of the following are changing: 

 

 

 

 

 

Existing Categories with no change:

Graphic Type Description Category

Minibuses

Buses

Large goods 
vehicles with trailers

Minibuses with 
trailers

Buses with trailer

Vehicles with no more than 16 passenger seats in 
addition to the driver and with a maximum length not 
exceeding eight metres with a trailer up to 750kg.

Any bus designed and constructed for the carriage of 
more than eight passengers in addition to the driver, 
with a trailer up to 750kg.

Vehicles over 3500kg and designed and constructed 
for the carriage of no more than eight passengers in 
addition to the driver with a trailer over 750kg.

Vehicles with no more than 16 passenger seats in 
addition to the driver and with a maximum length not 
exceeding 8 metres with a trailer over 750kg, provided 
that the MAM of the combination formed does not 
exceed 12000kg.

Any bus designed and constructed for the carriage of 
more than eight passengers in addition to the driver, 
with a trailer over 750kg.
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Graphic Type Description Category

Medium sized vehicles

Large goods 
vehicles

Medium sized 
vehicles with trailers

Vehicles between 3500kg and 7500kg, and designed 
and constructed for the carriage of no more than eight 
passengers in addition to the driver with a trailer up to 
750kg.

Vehicles over 3500kg with a trailer up to 750kg, and 
designed and constructed for the carriage of no more 
than eight passengers in addition to the driver.

Vehicles between 3500kg and 7500kg with a trailer 
over 750kg and designed and constructed for the 
carriage of no more than eight passengers in addition 
to the driver – combined weight not more than 
12000kg.

Vehicles within category B where the trailer has a
maximum authorised mass over 3500kg, as long as
the combined *MAM does not exceed 12000kg.

C1

C

C1E

*MAM: Maximum Authorised Mass



For more information contact us 

on 0141 354 8854 or 

enquiries@advancedcheck.co.uk

About AdvancedCheck

AdvancedCheck has worked closely with the DVLA to 

understand the changes. Our driving licence service and secure 

online system will accommodate the changes so that it has 

minimal impact on our customers' processes.

AdvancedCheck’s driving licence checking service is an accurate, fast and easy way to validate an individual’s 

entitlement to drive.  Meet your ‘duty of care’, save time, money and resource by using AdvancedCheck to 

con�rm your employees’ entitlement to drive. 

Ensure driving licence compliance for the lowest cost per driver per year, with our risk based formula.  It’s the 

only way to be sure you’re ful�lling your responsibilities and improve road safety.

Call us on :
0141 354 8854

Advanced Checking Services Ltd is a wholly owned subsidiary of GB Group Ltd, a leading provider 
of Identity Management

Easy to use secure online system to manage your drivers 
ISO27001 information security management certi�ed giving you con�dence in data security 
Expert support and advice from our driving licence specialists 
Lowest cost per driver per year formula – managing your risk in the most cost e�ective way
Just one solution from GB Group to ensure you employ the most suitable candidates and manage the risks faced 
as an employer

Why choose AdvancedCheck?

Or email :
enquiries@advancedcheck.co.uk


